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the halls they built were not theirs to occupy. We trace generations of Afri-
can Americans, free and slave, who risked everything to realize their God-
given rights. We listen to the echoes of speeches and struggle that made
our Nation stronger, and we hear again the thousands who sat in, stood up,
and called out for equal treatment under the law. And we see yesterday’s
visionaries in tomorrow’s leaders, reminding us that while we have yet to
reach the mountaintop, we cannot stop climbing.

Today, Dr. King, President Lincoln, and other shapers of our American
story proudly watch over our National Mall. But as we memorialize their
extraordinary acts in statues and stone, let us not lose sight of the enduring
truth that they were citizens first. They spoke and marched and toiled and
bled shoulder-to-shoulder with ordinary people who burned with the same
hope for a brighter day. That legacy is shared; that spirit is American. And
just as it guided us forward 150 years ago and 50 years ago, it guides us
forward today. So let us honor those who came before by striving toward
their example, and let us follow in their footsteps toward the better future
that is ours to claim.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2013 as Na-
tional African American History Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the United States to observe this
month with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8931 of January 31, 2013

National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention
Month, 2013

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

This year, it is estimated that 1 in 10 teens will be hurt intentionally by
someone they are dating. While this type of abuse cuts across lines of age
and gender, young women are disproportionately affected by both dating
violence and sexual assault. This month, we stand with those who have
known the pain and isolation of an abusive relationship, and we recommit
to ending the cycle of violence that affects too many of our sons and
daughters.

Whether physical or emotional, dating violence can leave scars that last a
lifetime. Teens who suffer abuse at the hands of a partner are more likely
to struggle in school, develop depression, or turn to drugs or alcohol. Vic-
tims are also at greater risk of experiencing the same patterns of violence
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later in life. These tragic realities tug at our conscience, and they call upon
us to ensure survivors of abuse get the services and support they need.

We also have a responsibility to make dating violence an act that is never
tolerated in our communities, among those we know, or in our own lives.
That is why my Administration has made preventing abuse a priority. We
continue to support educators, advocates, and organizations who are ad-
vancing outreach and education, and we are harnessing the power of tech-
nology to get the message out under Vice President Joe Biden’s 1is2many
initiative. Last June, we built on those efforts by launching a new public
service announcement that features professional athletes and other role
models speaking out against dating violence. And in the months ahead, we
will keep working to empower all Americans in the fight against abuse. To
learn more, visit www.WhiteHouse.gov/1lis2many.

Each of us has an obligation to stand against dating violence when we see
it. This month, as we remember that important lesson, let us rededicate
ourselves to making its promise real. I encourage all Americans seeking im-
mediate and confidential advice regarding dating violence to contact the
National Dating Abuse Helpline at 1-866—331-9474, by texting “loveis” to
77054, or by visiting www.LovelsRespect.org. Additional resources are
available at www.CDC.gov/features/datingviolence.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 2013 as Na-
tional Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month. I call upon
all Americans to support efforts in their communities and schools, and in
their own families, to empower young people to develop healthy relation-
ships throughout their lives and to engage in activities that prevent and re-
spond to teen dating violence.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day
of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8932 of February 1, 2013
100th Anniversary of the Birth of Rosa Parks

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On December 1, 1955, our Nation was forever transformed when an Afri-
can-American seamstress in Montgomery, Alabama, refused to give up her
seat on a city bus to a white passenger. Just wanting to get home after a
long day at work, Rosa Parks may not have been planning to make history,
but her defiance spurred a movement that advanced our journey toward
justice and equality for all.

Though Rosa Parks was not the first to confront the injustice of segregation
laws, her courageous act of civil disobedience sparked the Montgomery Bus
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